
Oxbridge
Oxford and Cambridge Universities



Why Oxford or Cambridge?

• 92% of Oxford and 93% of Cambridge 
graduates are in full-time work or further 
study within 15 months of graduating.

• Both are in the top 12 universities most often 
targeted by Britain’s leading graduate 
employers (The Graduate Market in 2024).



Graduate starting salaries 2024



Excellent Teaching

• Top 2 in the Complete University Guide 2025. 

• Top 3 in the Guardian University Guide 2025. 

• Top 5 in the Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings 2025. 

World Class Research.

• Top 6 for research quality (Complete University Guide 
2025).

• 125 Nobel Prize winners Cambridge; 72 Oxford since 
1904.

Why Oxford or Cambridge?



Myths

Applicants are mostly male. 

Percentage of undergraduates admitted who were 
female in 2023:

• Cambridge 50% 

• Oxford 52% 

There are two single sex colleges for females at 
Cambridge (Newnham College & Murray Edwards 
College.)



Myths

Most people at Oxford or Cambridge are from 
private schools.

Percentage of undergraduates admitted who 
were from state schools in 2023:

• Cambridge 73% 

• Oxford 68%



Myths

Most students at Oxford or Cambridge are white.

Percentage of undergraduate students admitted 
who declared on their application form they were 
from a black and minority ethnic background in 
2023:

• Cambridge 34%

• Oxford 29%



Myths

It costs more to study at Oxford or Cambridge.

• The tuition fees are no more than elsewhere:

 £9,250 (2025) for both Cambridge and Oxford.  

 (Fees have not been set for 2026-27 yet.)

• Both offer generous bursaries to students from 
lower income families; the cost of living is lower; and 
accommodation is also cheaper than at many other 
universities and often available for 3 years.



Myths

It is impossible to get in.

• Everyone with a realistic chance of being 
offered a place is invited to attend 
an interview – approx 75% of applicants 
Cambridge.

• Typical offers range from A*A*A* to AAA.

• Interviewers are looking for potential, not 
polished answers and a passion for your chosen 
subject.



Myths

It’s all work and no play if you study there!

Opportunities are huge: sports, theatre, music, 
debating, art, journalism, officer training corps 

...

Over 700 student clubs and societies at each 
university. 



How are applications assessed? 

“Each application is considered individually and 
holistically, using all of the following information:

• academic record

• school/college reference

• personal statement

• any written work submitted

• performance in any written assessment taken

• contextual data

• performance at interview.” (Cambridge University)



“Higher grades at GCSE can help to make your 
application more competitive.  Successful applicants 
typically have a high proportion of 7,8 and 9 
grades.” (Oxford University)

Work hard and secure high GCSEs



“Applicants have generally achieved high grades in 
subjects relevant to their chosen course, and most 
students who apply have at least four or five 7s and 
above at GCSE.  However, there are always 
exceptions and we don’t require a minimum 
number of 8s/9s at GCSE. One of the strengths of 
the Cambridge admissions system is its ability to 
assess all applicants individually.”  (Cambridge 
University)

Secure the best GCSEs



Do I need 3 or 4 A Levels?

• Offers are based on 3 A Levels. “We’d rather applicants 
develop broader and deeper knowledge of the subjects 
most relevant/closest to their chosen course than 
accumulate additional A Levels.” 

• 3 subjects should complement each other and form a 
competitive combination.

Exceptions:
• Competitive applicants for some STEM courses often have 

Further Maths as a 4th subject. (Engineering, Economics, 
Chemical Engineering, Computer Science and Physical 
Natural Sciences but is not essential.)

• Vocational subject as a 4th if you wish to study one.  
(Could this be at the expense of grades in the other 3?)



Consider A Level choices carefully

Oxbridge expects academic A Levels, rather than 
vocational subjects.  

Avoid Media Studies, Business Studies, Photography, 
Performing Arts etc.  They do not count Critical 
Thinking or General Studies A Levels.



Medicine

Medicine  at least A*AA grades.

You must have Chemistry (at least a grade A)  A 
Level.

Plus 2 from: Biology/Chemistry/Maths A Level.

Excludes Critical Thinking, Psychology and 
General Studies A Levels.



• Science or Maths courses  - take at least 2 (ideally 3) 
of Biology, Chemistry, Maths, Further Maths and 
Physics.

• “Courses are competitive, and applicants who have 
more relevant A Level subjects (3 or more) tend to do 
better in our admissions process.”

• Chemical Engineering, Biological Sciences or Medical 
Sciences  - should take Chemistry. 

• Physical Sciences or Engineering - take A Level Maths 
and Physics and ideally Further Maths. 

Maths, Science, Engineering



Oxford Subject Summary 

Admission requirements for 2025 entry | University 
of Oxford

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/admission-requirements/admission-requirements-table
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/courses/admission-requirements/admission-requirements-table


Enhance your 
University Application

Super-Curricular Activities (cam.ac.uk)

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/super-curricular-activities


Read around and beyond chosen subject
• Cambridge  - wider reading list:

super-curricular_suggestions_2.pdf (cam.ac.uk)

Oxford -  reading advice:

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/super-curricular_suggestions_2.pdf


Visit Oxford and Cambridge
• Get a “feel” for the cities and the colleges. 

    (You apply to a college or can submit an open  

    application.)

• You can only apply to Cambridge or Oxford; not 
both.



Time Line 
(Oxford)

Note the earlier application deadline:
16th October 2023, 18:00 (UK time) – 
Oxbridge, Cambridge, medicine, 
veterinary science, dentistry.

16th January 2024, 18:00 (UK time) – 
most other university courses.  

Note you must register for admissions 
tests by 29th September (except Law 
LNAT 1st August -25th September)

2024 entry admissions timeline | 
University of Oxford

https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/admissions-timeline
https://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions/undergraduate/applying-to-oxford/admissions-timeline


May 2025  Sit GCSEs
Sept 2025  Begin A Levels /Y12
Mar 2026  University Prospectuses published (2026) 
Summer 2026  University Open Days
Sept 2026  Start Y13
Early Sept 2026 Register for entrance exams*
Mid Oct 2026  Oxbridge Application UCCAS deadline
Oct 2026  Oxbridge and other entrance exams 
Nov 2026  Submit written work Oxbridge
Dec 2026  Oxbridge Interviews
Jan 2027  UCCAs deadline for other universities
Jan 2027  Oxbridge offers
May 2027  Sit A Levels
August 2027  A Level Results
October 2027  Start university

 * Law (LNAT), Vet Medicine, Medicine – check deadlines for registering for tests.

Universities –  too early?



What can you do now and later?

• Get the best grades you can at GCSE.

• Choose A Level subjects carefully.

• Utilise the summer after GCSEs - carry out your own 
research. 

• Read widely around the subject you would like to study at 
degree level. 

• Get to know the admissions process and timeline.

• Be pro-active and let post-16 providers know early on if 
you wish to apply to Oxford or Cambridge.

• Download sample admission tests.

• Check out online courses/information events.

• Look out for open days (Y12 end of June and July usually).



Useful Websites:
• Applying to Cambridge | Undergraduate Study

• http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions

• http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/

• https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-
started/ucas-undergraduate-when-apply

• https://www.applytocambridge.com/

• http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-
more/teachers-and-parents/oxford-and-cambridge-
similarities-and-differences

• https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/choosing-
university/oxford-or-cambridge

• the_subject_matters.pdf (cam.ac.uk)

• Super-Curricular Activities (cam.ac.uk)

https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/applying
http://www.ox.ac.uk/admissions
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-when-apply
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-when-apply
https://www.applytocambridge.com/
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/teachers-and-parents/oxford-and-cambridge-similarities-and-differences
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/teachers-and-parents/oxford-and-cambridge-similarities-and-differences
http://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/find-out-more/teachers-and-parents/oxford-and-cambridge-similarities-and-differences
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/choosing-university/oxford-or-cambridge
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/choosing-university/oxford-or-cambridge
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/sites/www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/files/publications/the_subject_matters.pdf
https://www.undergraduate.study.cam.ac.uk/super-curricular-activities
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