
Year 11 Information
and Support Evening 

Wednesday 16th October 2024

We expect the PA Block to be full. 
Therefore, please ensure all seats are used. 



Purpose of this evening

• To highlight key dates for Year 11.

• To provide you with details of the support 
available to your child.

• To provide specific subject guidance on the three 
core GCSE subjects.

• Meet post-16 providers.

• To provide information regarding the post-16 
application process.



Who’s who?

• Mr Banham Head of Year 11

• Mrs Phillips Ass Head of Year 11

• Mr Samjawon Assistant Headteacher

• Ms Chase Assistant Headteacher

• Mr Tanton Deputy Headteacher

• Miss Bird Deputy Headteacher



Mock Examinations
Monday 9th December to Thursday 19th December 2024



February & March Mock Exams

• w/b 24th February – MFL Orals
• w/b 3rd  March – MFL Orals
• w/b 17th March – English, maths and science
• w/b 24th March – Option subjects (in lessons)

• Practical mock exam dates TBC:
•Textiles
•Art
•PE 



GCSE Exam Timetable

Practical exam timetable confirmed and 
parents/carers informed after half term.

GCSE written exams begin on 8th May 2024.
Last written GCSE is 18th June 2024. (Will be 
emailed to student and parents and put on 
website). 

JCQ EXAM CONTINGENCY  DATES ARE - 11th JUNE PM / ALL DAY 25th JUNE 2024 



Statement of Entry: February 2024

Students receive their personalised 
statement of entry with list of subjects 
entered and the dates of the exams.



Non-Exam Assessment - NEAs
• H&SC, Art, Textiles, Music, Technology, 

   Food & Nutrition, PE, Drama, Dance.

• Some completed already in Year 10.

• Students will be told their marks (not a grade) 
between March - May.  These will be sent 
home via Go4Schools.

• Students can appeal before grades are sent to  
    exam boards.  Very tight turn around.

NEA & Internal Appeals Procedure will be in the 
Student Exams Booklet and on the website.       

   



JCQ EXAM 
REGULATIONS

Students have 
already 
experienced 
these in Y10 
MOCKS and the 
RE short course 
GCSE exam.



JCQ EXAM 
REGULATIONS
• No ear pods / 

listening 
devices.

• 2024 series:
1 watch = 0 marks

1 phone = 0 marks



JCQ EXAM 
REGULATIONS

Written Exams
Coursework

NEAs



Mr Banham
Head of Year 11



How Can Parents Support?

Know what they are doing 

Look at their books/work

Contact your child’s teachers/tutor 

Attend Parents’ Evening in January

Check your emails regularly



“ Excellence is never an accident. It is always 
the result of high intention, sincere effort 
and intelligent execution; it represents the 
wise choice of many alternatives - choice not 
chance determines your destiny.” 

- Aristotle 



Success is Choice





Why is attendance important?

Government statistics show a direct link between 
attendance and GCSE grades:

•Pupils who did not achieve 9-4 grades in English and 
Maths GCSE had an absence rate of 8.8%, 

•Pupils who did achieve this  had an absence rate 5.2%.

•Pupils who achieved 9-5 grades in English and Maths GCSE 
had the lowest absence rate on average (3.7%)

•Students who were persistently absent (90%) – 35.6% 
achieved 9-4 in English and Maths 

•Students with no missed sessions – 83.7% achieved 9-4 in 
English and Maths 



Lessons Missed

Attendance Facts
100% Attendance 0 Lessons Missed

98% Attendance 19 Lessons Missed

97% Attendance 28.5 Lessons Missed

95% Attendance 47.5 Lessons Missed

94% Attendance 57 Lessons Missed

92% Attendance 76 Lessons Missed

90% Attendance 95 Lessons Missed

75% Attendance 237 Lessons Missed



Attendance Grade Difference

*Below 50% 2.5 Grades below

70% -80%
1 Grade Below 

Target

80%-90%
0.5 Grade Below 

target

90% and above
On Target / 0.25 

Above Target

Attendance and Grades



The Class of 2024
Grade 4 or above in 

both English and 
maths

Students achieved 
grade 7-9

The Gilberd 
School 

75.4% 26%

National Average 61.6% 22.6%

GCSE grades 9-7:  27%          
STEPs cohort: all gained grades in their core 
subjects  and 2 options, except one student.  

All have post-16 placements secured.



GCSE Results:

•GCSE RE Short Course Results

•86.9% grade 9-4  ( Last year 75.4%)

•45% grades 9-7

•21% grades 8 or 9!!

•GCSE Languages

•7 Different Language GCSEs taken – Chinese, 
Greek, Arabic, Polish, Portuguese, Russian & 
Spanish – 16 Students

•7 Grade 9s 



Miss Bird
Deputy Headteacher



Support for 
the Core Subjects



English, Maths & Science
English 
Language

English
Lit

Maths Combined 
Science
 2 GCSEs

Separate 
Science
(option) 3 
GCSEs

No tiers No tiers 2 tiers
H: grade 4-9
F: grade 5-1 

2 tiers
H: grade 4-9
F: grade 5-1 

2 tiers
H: grade 4-9
F: grade 5-1 

N/A N/A Final decision on tier entries made in 
Feb/March

2 exam 
papers

2 exam 
papers
1hr 45
2hrs 15

3 exam 
papers 1 
non 
calculator
2 calculator
1hr 30

6 exam papers
Bio x2, Chem 
x2 & Physics x2
1hr 10

6 exam 
papers
Bio x2, Chem 
x2 & Physics 
x2
1hr 45



English, Maths & Science
English 
Language 

English
Lit

Maths Combined 
Science
 2 GCSEs

Separate 
Science
(option) 3 
GCSEs

No aids – 
learn 
quotes!

No aids – 
learn 
quotes!

Formula 
sheets in 
GCSE exam

Formula sheets in Physics 
GCSE exam

No coursework

1 grade awarded 1-9 2 GCSE grades 
F: 1-5 e.g. 3,4
H: 4-9 e.g. 8,9

3 GCSEs 
F: 1-5
H: 4-9
Biology: 7
Chemistry: 8
Physics: 9



Revision Support for the Core
When? English Lang English Lit Maths Comb 

Science
Sep Science

After 
school 
revision 

Wednesdays 
after half term

Wednesdays 
after half term

Tuesdays 
after school
SPARX catch 
up

Thursdays 
after Oct 
half term
Tassomai 
catch up

Easter / 
May 
holidays

All will run sessions (as will some other subjects.)  
Dates TBC.
Check email for letters from school.

Pre-exam 
warm up 
sessions

Revision sessions on the day before / on the morning of 
exam / breakfast session / after school.



Lesson Support for the Core
When? English Lang English Lit Maths Comb 

Science
Sep Science

Lesson 
time

Count down 
programme

Count down 
programme

Walking 
talking 
mocks

Practise core 
practicals and 
questions.
Walking 
talking mocks

Acting on feedback from assessments, fact tests, past 
papers, exam questions, model answers, application of mark 
schemes…

9 English, 8 maths  and 10 science lessons 
each fortnight in Y11



How Can Parents Support?
English 
Language 

English
Literature

Maths Combined 
Science

Separate 
Science

Talk about 
current 
affairs / 
general 
knowledge 
to help 
them 
develop 
opinions for 
the non-
fiction 
writing 
section.

Help them 
to learn the 
quotes and 
themes.

Help them 
learn times 
tables. 

Check AI is 
not being 
used.

Encourage 
them to
focus on 
their weak 
areas.

Provide cards for fact 
questions and answers.  

Help to test them: 20,000 
facts in science exams.  
40% of marks are based on 
factual recall.

Check they are completing 
Tassomai. 
(200 correct a week / 4 daily
goals a week / 2% progress a 
week).



How Can Parents Support?

English Lang &  
English Lit

Maths Combined 
Science

Separate 
Science

Check effort is put 
into planning and 
writing of exam 
questions.

Build up resilience 
for writing under 
timed conditions.

Make sure 
workings are 
written down.

Encourage 
proof reading- 
e.g. correct 
units used.



English 
Language 

English
Literature

Maths Combined 
Science

Separate 
Science

Encourage attendance and hard work in class. 

Provide a quiet place for homework so they can complete past 
papers/exam questions/use of model answers & mark schemes. 
Check this is being done to a good standard.

Encourage attendance at the revision sessions.

Encourage the use of websites/apps/revision books recommended by 
their teachers, some at reduced cost.

Ask them about the exam questions they are completing in class – 
what grades they are achieving – what questions/topics they feel they 
need to work on – what they need to revise.

Contact your child’s teachers.  Attend Parents’ Evening in January.
Look at their books.

How Can Parents Support?



GCSE English Language

Language Paper 1: Explorations in 
creative writing

Language Paper 2
Writers’ viewpoints and Perspectives

Section A Reading
One Literature text
4 questions                           (40 marks)

Section A Reading
Two non-fiction texts that are linked
4 questions                            (40 marks)

Section B Writing
Narrative or Descriptive Writing
1 task                  
(24 marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)
80 marks in total

Section B Writing
Non-Fiction Writing
1 task                  
(24 marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy)
80 marks in total

Written communication is key with 50% of the overall GCSE being based on writing 
and almost 25% being based on spelling, grammar and punctuation.



Literature Paper 1 Language Paper 2
Writers’ viewpoints & Perspectives

Section A  Shakespeare
(30 marks and 4 marks for 
SPAG)

Section A Modern Text
(30 marks and 4 marks for SPAG)

Section B   Pre 20th Century 
Novel
(30 marks)

Section B Comparative Cluster 
Poetry
(30 marks)

Section C Unseen Poetry
Two questions (24 marks)

Overall 64 marks Overall 94 marks

GCSE English Literature



Week beginning Studying Week 
beginning

Studying

7th January Language Paper 1: Section A – Qns 1 and 2
Language Paper 1: Section B Creative writing
Homework: Revise An Inspector Calls, creative writing piece
Exam Practice: Qn 1 and 2                        Wed Revision: Creative Writing

25th March Literature Paper 1: Macbeth
1 lesson Language Paper 2 Section B – Non-fiction Writing
Homework: Non-fiction writing
Exam Practice: Macbeth                        Wed Revision: Macbeth

14th January Language Paper 1: Qns 3 and 4
Language Paper 1: Section B Creative Writing
Homework: Revise An Inspector Calls, Qn 4
Exam Practice: Qn 3 and 4                         Wed Revision: Qn 4

1std April – 
Easter holiday

Language Paper 2: Qns 1 and 2
1 lesson: J and H/ Poetry/ An Inspector Calls/ Macbeth – class to choose
Homework: Individual choice
Exam Practice: Language Paper 2: Qn 2      Wed Revision: Non-Fiction 
Writing

21st January Language Paper 1: Qns 3 and 4
Language Paper 1: Section B Creative Writing
Homework: Revise An Inspector Calls
Exam Practice: Creative Writing              Wed Revision: Animal Farm    

8th April – 
Easter Holiday

Exam Practice: Non-fiction writing

28th January Literature Paper 2: An Inspector Calls
Cluster Poetry – 1 lesson a week
Homework: Revise An Inspector Calls
Exam Practice: An Inspector Calls question    Wed Revision: An Inspector Calls

15th April Exam Practice: Macbeth 

4th February Literature Paper 2: An Inspector Calls
Cluster Poetry – 1 lesson a week
Homework: Revise An Inspector Calls
Exam Practice: An Inspector Calls question    Wed Revision: Animal Farm

22nd April Language Paper 2: Qns 3 and 4
1 lesson: J and H/ Poetry/ An Inspector Calls/ Macbeth – class to choose
Homework: Individual choice
Exam Practice: Language Paper 2: Qn 4     Wed Revision: Non- Fiction 
Writing

11th February Literature Paper 2: Cluster Poetry –covering poems not covered last year
Literature Paper 2 – 1 lesson unseen poetry
Homework: Revise Cluster Poetry
Exam Practice: Cluster Poetry Qn            Wed Revision: Cluster Poetry

29th April General revision – based on class need
Homework: Individual choice
Wed Revision: Language Paper 1: Qn 3 Structure

18th February – Half 
Term

Exam Practice: An Inspector Calls Question 6th May General revision – based on class need
Homework: Individual choice
Wed Revision: To be decided by class

25th February Literature Paper 2: Cluster Poetry –covering poems not covered last year
Literature Paper 2 – 1 lesson unseen poetry
Homework: Revise Cluster Poetry
Exam Practice: Cluster Poetry Qn               Wed Revision: Cluster Poetry

13th May – 
GCSE Exams 
start

General revision – based on class need
Homework: Individual choice
Wed Revision: To be decided by class

4th March
MOCKS IN MARCH 
– LANG PAPER 1 
AND LANG PAPER 
2 – DETAILS TO 
FOLLOW

Literature Paper 2: Cluster Poetry –covering poems not covered last year
Literature Paper 2 – 1 lesson unseen poetry
Homework: Revise Cluster Poetry
Exam Practice: Unseen Poetry Qn               Wed Revision: Unseen Poetry

20th May General revision – based on class need
Homework: Individual choice
Wed Revision: To be decided by class

11th March Literature Paper 1: Jekyll and Hyde
1 lesson Language Paper 2 Section B – Non-fiction Writing
Homework: Non-fiction writing
Exam Practice: Jekyll and Hyde                      Wed Revision: Jekyll and Hyde

27th May Half 
Term

Individual Revision and Exam Practice

18th March Literature Paper 1: Jekyll and Hyde
1 lesson Language Paper 2 Section B – Non-fiction Writing
Homework: Jekyll and Hyde
Exam Practice: Jekyll and Hyde                      Wed Revision: Jekyll and Hyde

After half-term 
directed 
revision based 
on class needs

11X1 English 
Revision Timetable

Exam dates
15th May – Literature Paper 1
23rd May – Literature Paper 2
4th June – Language Paper 1
7th June – Language Paper 2

All morning examinations apart 
from Lit Paper 1 which is pm

Countdown to GCSE in class:

Planned practice exams 
and feedback



Useful English Materials



Post Maths Exam – which topics 
need extra work?

Maths 
Revision 
Guides



mathsbot.com/gcseMenu

Useful Maths Resources:



Useful Science Resources
Bitesize, GCSE pod, School VLE



General Revision Sessions 



Revision Programme as we 
approach Summer 2025 exams

Revision sessions before each exam – 8am, during the school day, 
after school.  Lessons continue around the exam timetable initially.



Includes revision tips.

Contains subject specific 
information.

Will be emailed to parents 
and students again.

October 2024



FAQs for Summer 2025  Exams 

•What time does a morning exam begin?

•What happens if my child is ill on the day of an exam?

•What if my child is late to school?

•When does study leave start?

We will provide FAQ for above and more next term.

Please check the information and regulations on the 
exams area of the school website & the exams 
booklet we will send to students and parents.



Mr Samjawon

Assistant Headteacher 
(CEIAG)

Post-16



NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) 16-24 Years of age.

National Figure 12.6%

Where do Gilberd School students go Post 16?

Post-16 Pathways



Check websites. 
Booking in advance may be required.



Entry Requirements…

• What grades will I need?

• What if I don’t achieve a level 4/5 in 
Maths and/or English?

• All Post 16 providers have different 
expectations? 

• Open events and websites

• Prospectus 



Grammar Schools 

Offers of places are made subject to satisfactory performance at 
GCSE or equivalent examination. The minimum grade requirement 
for entry into the Sixth Form is 7 7 7 7 6; Grades 7+ may be required 
in the subjects to be studied at A-level.   

Mr Samjawon and Miss Bird have begun our Oxbridge/Russell 
Group Coaching programme for possible applicants upon 
publication of Y10 RE results (a useful indicator of students’ 
academic ability and commitment).

Application Deadline December 2024



What will the Post-16 provider know 
about your child?

• Application Form

• Personal Statement*

• Tutor Reference 

• Attendance Certificate 

• Predicted Grades 

• SEND Students 

*Colchester Sixth Form (online Personal Statement)



What does the Post 16 application 
process look like?

• Multiple online applications

• Personal statement/CV

• Formal Interview

• Conditional offer 

• Induction Events (Summer 2024)



Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships.gov.uk Website

Find an Apprenticeship – Vacancies are 
posted on the ‘Find an Apprenticeship’ 
website (https://www.gov.uk/apply-
apprenticeship)

If you want to view our vacancies, then 
visit our website 
(https://www.colchester.ac.uk/apprenti
ceships/vacancies/)

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/apprenticeships/vacancies/


https://www.colchester.ac.uk/event/
apprenticeship-information-evening/

13 February 2025 
5.00pm start

Booking required

https://www.colchester.ac.uk/event/apprenticeship-
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/event/apprenticeship-


New Level 3 qualifications that follow on 
from GCSEs. 

2 Year course.

Equivalent to three A Levels and 
combine classroom theory, practical 
learning, and an industry placement. 

The placement involves working with an 
employer for a minimum of *315 hours 
over 45 days to ensure you really get to 
know the subject.

Entry qualification for more than 150 
UK universities and colleges, external.

Colchester Institute

Design, Surveying and Planning for Construction
Engineering and Manufacturing
Early Years Educator 
Accounting (TBC)
Digital Production, Design and Development (TBC)
Health (TBC)
Healthcare Science (TBC)
Science (TBC)

Suffolk New College

Land Based Engineering 
Horticulture
Arboriculture
Fashion & Textiles
Animal Care & Management
Education and Childcare
Digital Production, Design and Development
Design, Surveying and Planning
Agriculture (Livestock)
Agriculture (Crop Production)
Engineering, Manufacturing, Processing and Control
Health and Medical Studies
Healthcare Science
Management and Administration

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-providers-with-t-levels-in-entry-requirements/list-of-higher-education-providers-that-accept-t-levels-for-entry
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/higher-education-providers-with-t-levels-in-entry-requirements/list-of-higher-education-providers-that-accept-t-levels-for-entry
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/construction-level-3-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/engineering-and-manufacturing-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/early-years-educator-tlevel/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/accounting-level-3-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/computing-level-3-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/health-level-3-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/healthcare-science-level-3-t-level/
https://www.colchester.ac.uk/course/science-level-3-t-level-2/
https://www.suffolk.ac.uk/study-with-us/school-leavers/t-levels/#options


CEIAG Page

https://www.gilberd.com/ceiag/



All Year 11 by the end of this Term should have done the following:

✓Complete your Personal Statement (including updates with regards to 
achievements, work experience/employability skills etc.)
✓Read your Mock Interview feedback in preparation for future Post-16 
interviews
✓Practice being interviewed at home
✓Be aware of the Post-16 Open Evenings and attend more than one
✓Read through Prospectus' and Post-16 Provider websites
✓Ensure that you have looked at the Labour Market for your chosen career 
(Unifrog/CEIAG page)
✓Be aware of the Entry Requirements and the application process
✓Be aware of Application Deadlines
✓Apply to one or more Post-16 Providers
✓Seen the Careers Advisor at least once during your educational journey

Tutors will track and monitor some of the key tasks above during this Term.

MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS ABOUT YOUR FUTURE

YEAR 11 CEIAG CHECKLIST
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